@Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

September 23, 2002
Dear Conferee:

We urge you to protect the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge from oil and gas development in the
~ conference committee energy report. Drilling in th1s pristine and unique national treasure should
be rejected for at least four reasons:

1. Drilling in ANWR is a legislative poison pill that will kill the entire Energy bill;

2. Drilling in ANWR has lost public support from the majority of Americans;

3. Drilling in ANWR is a lousy precedent that industry will use to invade every
other National Wildlife Refuge that might have some oil or gas in it; and

4. Drilling in ANWR leaves oil imports virtuaily undented.

The Senate has made clear that there will be no energy bill if it allows development of the Arctic
Refuge, and the House only narrowly defeated an amendment to prevent any drilling in this
pristine ecosystem. Polls conducted over the past year have consistently shown that the majority-
of the American public is opposed to opening one of our nation’s last truly wild places to
development. Allowing oil and gas development in the Arctic Refuge would overturn a 35-year
history of refuge protection dating back to the 1966 National Wildlife Refuge System
Administration Act. Oil production has consistently been deemed incompatible with the mission
of a wildlife-refuge and contamination in refuges with oil and gas production has been well
documented by the Fish and Wildlife Service, as in their 2001 Kenai National Wildlife Refuge
Contaminant Assessment. A General Accounting Office report confirms that no non-drainage .
oil or gas leases have been issued for federally owned mineral rights in a National Wildlife
Refuge since the passage of that Act. Moreover, according to the report, oil and gas leasing on
refuge lands has been prohibited with few exceptions by the Department of the Interior since at
least 1947.

Development of the Arctic Refuge will not solve any of our energy security problems. The
United States Geological Survey’s estimates of economically recoverable oil suggest that the
amount of oil in the Refuge would do little to offset our foreign imports. We will be 55 percent
dependent on forelgn oil before we drill, and we will be 55 percent dependent after we drill.
Moreover, the major oil companies are moving away from any new development in the North
Slope, citing their doubts that any new fields would be big enough for their investment.

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is the only land on the North Slope Alaska protected from
development but it is not the only option for new oil discovery. Phillips Petroleum has
discovered promising fields in the Naval Petroleum Reserve-Alaska (NPRA). The United States
Geological Survey has recently reassessed the oil potential of the NPRA and increased their 1980
mean estimate of 2.1 billion barrels of oil to 9.3 billion barrels of oil. Furthermore, the
Department of the Interior had a new lease auction for the NPRA on June 3, leasing 60 tracts and
raising $63.8 million.
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The Arctic Refuge is a unique part of America and should be protected not exploited. We gain
little from allowing oil and gas development of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge but we lose
the only intact mountain-to-sea ecosystem left in America. We urge you to protect this treasure
for generations to come by omitting any language that would allow oil and gas exploration or
development in the Arctic Refuge from the conference report.

Yours sincerely,
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